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To promote price competition and reduce health care 
costs, the U.S. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 

Services (CMS) implemented the Hospital Price 
Transparency �nal rule, e�ective January 1, 2021 (1). 
Among other provisions, the rule requires that hospitals 
in the United States display the commercial payer–
speci�c negotiated price (ie, for facility fee only) for 
70 CMS-speci�ed common shoppable services, which 
CMS de�nes as being routinely provided in nonurgent 
situations that allow patients to shop for prices and to 
schedule in advance (1). A total of 13 radiology services 
are included in the 70 services (1). Understanding 
commercial negotiated prices for shoppable radiology 
services has important implications for patients, 
employers, and insurance plans with incentives and the 
ability to shop for hospital care (2). A national analysis 
of the level and range of commercial negotiated prices 
for the 13 shoppable radiology services was conducted 
based on disclosed data as of September 6, 2021.

Materials and Methods
All of the 13 CMS-speci�ed shoppable radiology ser
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within the same plan are beyond the scope of this study. �ese 
topics remain promising areas for future research.
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for shoppable radiology services has the potential to bene�t payers 
interested in shopping for a�ordable hospital care (6).

�e results of this study are subject to potential selection 
bias because nondisclosing hospitals might di�er from disclos-
ing hospitals in pricing behavior. �e cross-plan price varia-
tion within the same hospital and the cross-hospital variation 

Commercial Negotiated Prices for CMS-speci�ed 13 Shoppable Radiology Services, as of September 6, 2021

Radiology Service 
No. of  
Hospitals*

Median  
No. of Plans†

Median  
Negotiated Price‡ Price IQR§

Price for 10th 
Percentile to 90th 
Percentile Range�Å

Medicare 
Rate#

CT examination of head or brain 
without contrast material (CPT 
code 70450)

2236 (51) 11 $813 $363–$1275 (1.1) $199–$1882 (2.1) $137

MRI examination of brain before 
and after contrast material 
administration (CPT code 70553)

2158 (51) 11 $1788 $965–$3033 (1.2) $550–$4209 (2.0) $446

X-ray, lower back, minimum of  
four views (CPT code 72110)

2192 (51) 11 $291 $166–$453 (1.0) $103–$657 (1.9) $114

MRI examination of lower spinal 
canal (CPT code 72148)

2183 (51) 11 $1311 $676–$2148 (1.1) $381–$3050 (2.0) $269

CT examination of pelvis with 
contrast material (CPT code 
72193)

2077 (51) 10 $1079 $548–$1694 (1.1) $331–$2433 (1.9) $221

MRI examination of leg joint  
(CPT code 73721)

2091 (51) 12 $1276 $690–$2050 (1.1) $400–$2829 (1.9) 11
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